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Community Development Department  
66 Mentor Avenue 

Painesville, OH  44077 

440-392-5931 

permits@painesville.com 

               FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

               Project Address: _______________________ 

               Date Rec’d: _______   Date Entered: _______ 

          
               Payment Amt: _________     Cash   Check     
         

          Rec’d by: _____________________________    

   

ZONING PERMIT                                            APPLICATION FOR UTILITY STRUCTURES                
FEE - $100.00 (not in the right of way) 

 Small     Large     Oil, Gas, or Brine Wells 

Property/Project Information 
 

Property / Site Address: _______________________________________________________________________________   

 

Parcel #: ____________________________  Zoning District: ___________     Design Review / Historic Preservation District 

  

Does the lot have existing structures?   YES   NO    If YES, how many presently: ________________________ 

       

Describe the purpose of the application: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe existing structures on lot: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Check if you will be connecting into the following utilities:     Electric    Storm Sewer     Water Line     Sanitary Sewer  

 

Square footage of project: ________________________    

 

Site Improvement Costs: ________________________   Construction Cost: ________________________   

 

Note: A site plan (drawing showing scope of work) must accompany this application.   

Applicant Information 

 

 Owner (property owner information and signature required for processing of this application)    

 

Name: ___________________________________  Address (if different than site address): _________________________________   

 

City: ___________________________  State: ________  Zip: ______________  Phone number: _______________________   

 

Email address: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 Applicant other than the owner (property owner information and signature required for processing of this application)  

 

Name: ___________________________________  Company (if applicable): ___________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________  Phone number: _______________________  Email address: ________________________ 

 

Are you a registered contractor in the City of Painesville?    YES   NO 

Applicant Certification 

 

I/we hereby agree to conform to the City of Painesville Ordinances and have read all accompanying documentation attached to this 

application. I also hereby certify that all statements made on this application are true and complete and that I have a legal right to make 

this application or to possess a written power of attorney on the above premises. I understand that issuance of this permit is for zoning 

only and shall not be construed as a building permit for projects. 

 

Applicant Signature: __________________________________________     Date: _________________________________________ 

 

Owner Signature: ____________________________________________      Date: _________________________________________ 

(required if person other than the owner is submitting this application) 



 UTILITY STRUCTURES | 12/16/2021

 

 

 

 

Community Development Department  
66 Mentor Avenue 

Painesville, OH  44077 

440-392-5931 

permits@painesville.com 

 

 

UTILITY STRUCTURES 

 

By signing this application, I agree to comply with the City of Painesville Ordinances. Please note: Making application for this permit/ 

certificate entitles Painesville Inspectors complete access to the property to conduct all necessary inspections. A site plan shall be 

submitted and the review procedure shall ensure development complies with the standards of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

Issuance of a Certificate of Compliance (Zoning Permit) shall not be construed as a building permit for projects. 

 

 

1111.03 GENERAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS    Incomplete applications will not be accepted or processed 

 

The requirements of this section shall apply to all applications and procedures subject to development review under the 

Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

1119.15 UTILITY STRUCTURES 

Utility structures located outside the public right of way shall comply with the following specific standards and conditions: 

(a)  Classification of utility structures. Utility structures shall be classified by size as follows: 

(1) Small utility structures shall be less than 36 inches in height above grade, less than 36 inches in width, and less 

than 36 inches in depth. 

(2) Large utility structures shall be equal to or greater than 36 inches in height above grade, equal to or greater than 

36 inches in width, and equal to or greater than 36 inches in depth. If all three dimensions do not fall within the same 

size classification, then the utility structure will be classified based on the dimension that falls within the largest 

classification. 

 

Size of proposed structure to be noted on the submitted site plan along with a description of service being 

provided by the structure. 

 

(b)  Certificate of Compliance. 

(1) In addition to the general application requirements of Section 1111.03 an application for a Utility Structure shall 

include the written consent of the property owner of the proposed location of the proposed utility structure or copy 

of a recorded easement that permits placement of the utility structure and a statement by the owner of the utility 

structure that the utility structure is permitted within said easement. 

(2) A Certificate of Compliance issued by the Administrator shall be required for the following utility structures: 

A. New small utility structures located in the front yard. 

B. New large utility structures regardless of location. 

C. Replacement of large utility structures in the front yard. 

(3) No Certificate of Compliance is required for the following utility structures: 

A. New small utility structures in the side or rear yard. 

B. Replacement of small utility structures regardless of location, provided that all unused utility structures are 

promptly removed. 

C. Replacement of large utility structures in the side or rear yard, provided that all unused utility structures are 

promptly removed. 

D. A utility structure that is physically attached to a building, such as a meter or service box or to the wiring, 

cable, pipe, or conduit that provides utility service from a service main to the individual property, or to gas 

meter regulators. 

E. The installation of new or the replacement of small and large utility structures on property owned by the City. 

This does not exempt the utility company from the responsibility of its installation and maintenance in a safe 

condition or from conforming to applicable provisions of this section governing materials, construction and 

erection. 
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(4) A utility company, providing essential services, has temporary approval to install a utility structure that requires a permit, 

without a permit, if such installation is required to adequately respond to an emergency with respect to those essential services. 

Provided however, within seven days after such installation, the utility company shall notify the Administrator of the emergency 

action taken and the utility company shall, within said seven days, apply for a permit. The utility company shall remove a utility 

structure placed during an emergency without a permit within 90 days of its installation if a permit is not granted for the utility 

structure.  

(c) Location and screening.  

(1) Location.  

A.  No new or replaced utility structures under this chapter shall be located:  

i. Within the area of a sight triangle;   

ii. Within ten feet of any hydrant; or  

iii. In any location that will adversely impact the line of sight for any driveways.  

B.  No new large utility structure shall be placed in a front yard.  

C.  Where possible, utility structures should be located in a platted utility easement. All utility structures shall be 

coordinated to the extent possible with existing utility structures, reducing the total number of utility structures within a 

given 100-foot area, providing the most effective screening, and minimizing the impact on existing trees.  

(2) Screening.  

A.  The utility company shall minimize the visual impact of the utility structure, including size, color, and screening. All 

labeling on any single utility structure shall cover a combined area no larger than one-half square foot in area. The vistas 

of the property owner and adjacent property owners shall be considered with a goal of obtaining 50% opacity as viewed 

from neighboring property lines. Fifty percent opacity should be obtained upon installation. However, the Administrator 

may permit planting to be postponed due to seasonal conditions. Screening is to be achieved by the use of:  

(i) existing or new vegetation;   

(ii) existing or new fencing;   

(iii) existing structures. Final approvals of the screening shall be approved in writing by the Administrator.  

B.  Electric meters that are to be placed in conjunction with a utility structure installation shall be placed in a manner that 

minimizes its visibility from the closest public right-of-way. In no case shall electric meters be attached to the top surface 

of a utility structure.  

C.  If the utility structure installation requires the installation of a pad affixed to the ground, the pad shall be constructed of 

concrete.  

(d) Removal of unlawful structures.  

Any prohibited utility structure shall be removed by the owner within ten days of receipt of notification from the Administrator. If 

such utility structures are not so removed, the Administrator shall cause the utility structure to be removed at the owner's 

expense.  

 

Fees 

1. Any application for development review under this Code shall be accompanied by such fee as shall be specified in Section 

1105.05………………………………………………………..Utility Structures (not in right of way) $100.00  

2. No application shall be processed or determined to be complete until the established fee has been paid. 
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