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CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2023 – 6:00 PM 

 
 
Call to Order 
 Chairperson Jan Clair called the Charter Review Committee Meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
Committee members convened in Courtroom #1.  
 
 The following members were present: Kevin Bogdanski, Jan Clair, Kelsey Fischer, 
Michael Jackson, Katie Jenkins, Dan Nicholson, Joan Pouewells, Steve Vellenga, and Maribel 
Young.  
 
 Others city staff in attendance were Assistant City Manager Tony Zampedro, Law 
Director Jim Lyons, Council Vice President Jim Fodor, and Clerk of Council Samantha 
Danielson. 
 
Approval of Minutes – May 8, 2023 
 Chairperson Jan Clair asked for a motion to approve the minutes for May 8, 2023. Joan 
Pouewells moved to approve the minutes for May 8, 2023, seconded by Katie Jenkins. All 
members were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. Minutes approved. 
   
Discussion Items – New Business:  
1. Discussion of Articles 13-14 of the Charter 
 
ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS 
SECTION 1. METHOD OF AMENDMENT. 

Amendments to this Charter may be framed and submitted to the electors of the City by a 
Charter Committee in the manner provided by law for framing and submitting a new Charter. 
Amendments may also be proposed and submitted by ordinance passed by a vote of a majority of 
the members of the City Council, by a Charter Review Committee as defined in Section 2 of this 
Article, or by a petition signed by not less than ten percent (10%) of the qualified electors of the 
City, setting forth any proposed amendment, and filed with the Clerk of Council in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 1 of Article X of this Charter, whereupon the Council shall 
forthwith provide by ordinance for submitting such proposed amendment to a vote of the 
electors. Any ordinance for submitting a Charter amendment to the electors shall provide that 
such amendment be submitted at the next general election in November if one shall occur not 
less than ninety (90) days nor more than one hundred fifty (150) days after the passage of the 
ordinance; otherwise, it shall provide for the submission of the amendment at a special election 
to be called and held within the time aforesaid. Not less than thirty (30) days prior to an election 
on a Charter amendment the Clerk of Council shall mail a copy of the proposed amendment to 
each elector whose name appears upon the registration books of the last regular November 
election, or publish said proposed amendment in newspapers of general circulation, within the 
City limits, pursuant to State law. If a proposed amendment be approved by a majority of the 
electors voting thereon, it shall become a part of the Charter at the time fixed therein. 
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Submitted by Jan Clair 
 
I would suggest the Commission consider the following language amendment to the next to the 
last sentence in this Section: 
 
ARTICLE XIII SECTION 1. METHOD OF AMENDMENT 
Not less than thirty (30) days prior to an election on a Charter amendment the Clerk of Council 
may (strike “shall”) mail a copy of the proposed amendment to each elector of the City (strike 
“whose name appears upon the registration books of the last regular November election”) or 
publish said amendment in a newspaper (singular) of general circulation, within the City limits, 
or by electronic means. (strike “pursuant to State law.”) 
 
The additional verbiage allows for using the internet and websites. 
 

It was brought to the committee’s attention by Law Director Jim Lyons there may be a 
conflict, if this is changed, with the Ohio Constitution and the Ohio Revised Code. After 
discussion ensued, it was determined the proposed changes to this amendment would be in 
conflict with the Ohio Constitution: Article XVIII, Section 8 and 9, and with ORC 731.211. The 
Committee Members agreed not to make any changes and the proposed amendment request was 
withdrawn.      
 
ARTICLE XIV  
SECTION 9. WHEN PROVISIONS TAKE EFFECT.  

For the purpose of submitting the question provided for in Section 1 of Article II, and for 
the purpose of nominating and electing members of Council in November, 1963, the Charter 
shall be in effect from and after the date of its approval by the electors. For all other purposes the 
Charter shall be in effect on and after January 1, 1964. 
 
Submitted by Jan Clair 
 
I would also like the Commission to consider the following amendment to  
 
ARTICLE XIV SECTION 9.  WHEN PROVISIONS TAKE EFFECT  
For the purpose of submitting the question provided for in Section 1 of Article II, and for the 
purpose of nominating and electing members of Council in November, 1963, the Charter shall be 
in effect from and after the date of its approval by the electors and certified by the Board of 
Elections.  For all other purposes the Charter shall be in effect on and after January 1, 1964. 
 
I recommend adding the verbiage because nothing is official until the Board certifies. 
 

Ms. Clair explained that an item passed/won at an election does not becomes official until 
after the Board of Election certifies it. This charter amendment is a formality but people need to 
understand that items are not official until after it is certified by the Board of Elections.  
 Katie Jenkins made a motion to add the following language: and certified by the Board of 
Elections to the amendment, seconded by Steve Vellenga. All members were in favor by 
answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
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2. Review sample ballot language for each proposed amendment 

Discussion was held for each of the four proposed items. The ballot questions were 
presented to the members to review.  
First Proposal Amendment #1 
“Shall Article I, Section 2 of the Charter of the City of Painesville be amended to add the 
following language: The Charter shall change any gendered-language present in the Charter to a 
non-gendered phrase or term?” 
 

Law Director Mr. Lyons suggested it to read The Charter language shall be changed from 
any gendered-language present in the Charter to a non-gendered phrase or term. All members 
agreed with the language change. 
 

Katie Jenkins moved to amend the language, seconded by Dan Nicholson. All members 
were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
 
 “Shall Article I, Section 2 of the Charter of the City of Painesville be amended to add the 
following language: The Charter language shall be changed from any gendered-language present 
in the Charter to a non-gendered phrase or term?” 
 

Katie Jenkins moved to accept the proposed ballot language to the Board of Election, 
seconded by Steve Vellenga. All members were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
 
Second Proposal Amendment #2  
“Shall Article III, Section 3 (B) of the Charter of the City of Painesville be amended to replace 
two-thirds (2/3) vote of all members instead of three-fourths (3/4) vote of all members?” 
 

Jan Clair moved to accept the proposed ballot language to the Board of Election, 
seconded by Katie Jenkins. All members were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
 
Third Proposal Amendment #3 
“Shall Article XI, Section 4 of the Charter of the City of Painesville be amended to read:  If less 
than two applications are received from the officer rank, the City Manager may extend the 
request for applications to the other ranks and/or external candidates?” 
 

Dan Nicholson moved to accept the proposed ballot language to the Board of Election, 
seconded by Katie Jenkins. All members were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
 
Fourth Proposal Amendment #4 
“Shall Article XIV, Section 9 of the Charter of the City of Painesville be amended to read: For 
the purpose of submitting the question provided for in Section 1 of Article II, and for the purpose 
of nominating and electing members of Council in November, 1963, the Charter shall be in 
effect from and after the date of its approval by the electors and certified by the Board of 
Elections?” 

 
Katie Jenkins moved to accept the proposed ballot language to the Board of Election, 

seconded by Kelsey Fischer. All members were in favor by answering “Aye”. Motion carried. 
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3. Determine need for July 10, 2023 meeting 

The members decided the meeting for July 10, 2023 will be needed for the purpose of 1.) 
Approval of the minutes for June 12, 2023 meeting; 2.) Approval of Charter Review Committee 
Resolution; 3.) Dissolution of the Committee; and 4.) Approval of minutes for July 10, 2023 
meeting. 
 
Public Comments: None 
     
Adjournment 
 The next meeting will be Monday, July 10th for finalizing the Committee’s work.  
 
 Dan Nicholson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Katie Jenkins. All 
members were in favor answered “Aye”. Motion carried at 6:45 PM. 
  
 Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM. 
 
   
 
 
          
Samantha Danielson                                    Jan Clair 
  Clerk of Council            Charter Review Committee Chairperson 
 
 
 
 


