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What is a 
Community 
Entertainment 
District (CED)?

Ohio Revised Code Definition (Section 4301.80)
a bounded area that includes or will include a combination of 
entertainment, retail, educational, sporting, social, cultural, or arts 
establishments within close proximity to some or all of the following 
types of establishments within the district, or other types of 
establishments similar to these:

 Convention facilities
 Sports facilities
 Entertainment facilities or 

complexes
 Any combination of the 

establishments described in 
division (A)(1) to (11) of this section 
that provide similar services to the 
community.

 Hotels
 Restaurants
 Retail sales establishments
 Enclosed shopping centers
 Museums
 Performing arts theaters
 Motion picture theaters
 Night clubs

Within such an area established as a CED, availability of liquor permits is 
increased.



Why form a 
CED?

A CED increases the City’s quota of D-5 – type 
permits

 Establishing a CED creates a new, geographically-limited 
allocation of permits that are comparable to the D-5 permit

 This additional allocation of permits (known as D-5j 
permits) is to help facilitate the development or 
revitalization of mixed-use areas



Key Provisions 
for CEDs Other considerations:

 Permits can be transferred but ONLY within CED boundaries

 A D-5j permit holder has the same privileges and is under the same 
restrictions as the holder of a D-5 permit

 The City controls creation of the CED, but the Ohio Division of 
Liquor Control still controls the issuance of the permits 

A CED must have a 
MINIMUM area of 

20 acres

A CED may have up to 
1 permit for every 5 

acres –

maximum of 
15 permits

(No additional permits 
once CED exceeds 75 acres)

In a city the size of 
Painesville, each CED 

must have a 
MINIMUM of 

$50 million
in planned public and 
private development 
project investment



Boundaries as Submitted with Application - 231± acres



Key Provisions 
for CEDs

Current projects in the City of Painesville as submitted:

 Marous Grand River Walk = $29 million

 Vic Place = $30 million

 Lake Erie College Student Housing and retail = $17 million

 Amphitheater = $1,950,000

 113 Main Street Rehabilitation = $800,000

 Splash Park = $150,000

Painesville can meet the minimum development 
investment threshold of $50 million now

INVESTMENT 
TOTAL = 

$78,900,000



Application & 
Approval 
Process

Application is submitted 
to Mayor/City Manager

Within 30 days, 
Mayor/City Manager 

submits to Council with 
recommendation

Within 30 days of receipt 
from Mayor/City 
Manager, Council 

publishes notice in paper 
for 2 consecutive weeks

Within 75 days from date 
application filed, Council 

must pass legislation 
approving/disapproving

O.R.C. 4301.80 (C)

Application can be submitted by the City or any property owner in the City



Timeline

Application 
Submitted 
to City 
Manager

8/29/2023

Day 1

1st Publication 
of Notice

9/15/2023

Day 18

2nd Publication 
of Notice 

9/22/2023

Day 25

1st

Reading of 
Legislation

9/18/2023 

Day 21
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2nd

Reading of 
Legislation

10/2/2023 

Day 35

Application 
Submitted to 
Council

9/5/2023

Day 8

3rd

Reading of 
Legislation

10/16/2023 

Day 49

75 DAYS



Conclusion

 Formation of a CED is consistent with the City’s vision to 
create a vibrant mixed-use environment and helps ensure 
there is a readily available supply of permits for restaurants 
planning to locate in Painesville

 Eligibility thresholds to create a CED are met

 Statutory requirements have been met

 Legislation to create the CED is on Council’s agenda 
tonight for its 3rd reading



Questions?
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